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CEO of the year and even CEO of the century
by Texas Monthly Magazine. He was well-
known within the business and financial world
and received awards such as the Bower
Award for Business Leadership from the
Franklin Institute. He is also remembered
through scholarships named in his honor such
as the Herbert D. Kelleher Servant Leader
Scholarship. Mr. Kelleher also played a role
on many boards such as the Federal Reserve
Bank of Dallas, the National Air and Space
Museum, and the Homeland Security Advisory
Council.

Mr. Kelleher, often referred to by his first
name Herb, was also dearly loved by his fam-
ily. He is survived by his wife, Joan Negley
Kelleher, whom he met while attending school
at Wesleyan University. They were married for
sixty-four years and had four children. He is
survived by three of his children, Michael
Kelleher, David Kelleher and Ruth Agather. He
is also lovingly remembered by nine grand-
children, who called him “Poppair”.

————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a remarkable
public servant. Mr. Timothy V. Chambers. He
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Indus-
trial Technology from Alcorn State University.
He later pursued further studies in the edu-
cation program at Jackson State University
and received his standard teaching certificate.
Mr. Chambers earned his Masters Degree in
Educational Leadership and Administration
from Jackson State University.

He started his education career teaching in
Canton, Mississippi where he spent seven
years collectively between Canton Elementary
School, Nichols Middle School and the Canton
Career Center. Mr. Chambers served as as-
sistant principal at Canton Elementary School,
Nichols Middle School and principal at Canton
Educational Services Center. From there, Mr.
Chambers traveled to Leake County to serve
as principal for Leake County High School.
While at Leake County High School, he suc-
cessfully improved the school’s rating from a
failing school to a successful status. He then
journeyed back home where he served as
principal at Canton High School and director
at the Canton Career Center.

Mr.  Chambers’ educational experiences
have afforded him the opportunity to collabo-
rate with a diverse group of people to meet
the common goal of increasing student
achievement and well-being. His educational
philosophy is based on his uncompromising
belief that all students can learn, given a posi-
tive learning environment, strong and knowl-
edgeable leadership, a committed and focused
educational team, an encouraging community,
and a supportive family.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join

me in recognizing Mr. Timothy V. Chambers
for his dedication to serving.
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Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Wilbur Bontrager on his
retirement from Jayco, Inc., after 47 years of
dedicated and impressive service.

Wilbur was intimately involved with Jayco
from its inception, having helped his parents
Lloyd and Bertha set up the original facility on
their family farm in Middlebury in 1968. He of-
ficially joined the Jayco team in the spring of
1971, utilizing his engineering and manufac-
turing skills to drive innovation and growth. He
rose to the position of Executive Vice Presi-
dent in 1985, and then became CEO and
Chairman of the Board in 1993. He later
stepped down as CEO but remained Chair-
man until his retirement.

Wilbur made invaluable and far-reaching
contributions not only to the company but also
to the northern Indiana RV industry and our
region’s economy. Wilbur helped grow the
small family business into a manufacturing
powerhouse with nearly 4,000 employees.
Over the last few decades, northern Indiana
has grown into the RV capital of the world,
and Hoosiers have dynamic companies like
Jayco and excellent leaders like Wilbur to
thank for that. Wilbur's remarkable vision and
innovation have helped shape the landscape
of made-in-America RVs, and the industry is
sure to miss his leadership He even received
the industry’s highest honor in 2008 when he
was inducted into the RV Hall of Fame. | want
to thank Wilbur for the vital role he has played
in creating good jobs for Hoosiers, and for his
unwavering commitment over the years to
Jayco’s hardworking employees.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Wilbur's accomplishments in
nearly five decades at Jayco. He defines his
approach as doing things the “Jayco Way,”
and for that we thank him. | am grateful for the
legacy Wilbur is leaving behind, and | wish
him all the best in the years to come.

—
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Marie Elaine
Beery, whom | have named the 2019 Woman
of the Year in Lake County, California. Woman
of the Year recognizes women who have
made important contributions to California’s
5th Congressional District in Arts and Culture,
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation or Community Service.

Ms. Beery has been active in our wine and
food community for over 30 years. From 1991
to 1999 she was the Chief Financial Officer for
Steele Wines. Since 2001, she has been the
proprietor of Saw Shop Gallery Bistro in
Kelseyville. Ms. Beery is also the founder and
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leader of a local wine group for business-
women. Through this group, she aims to em-
power and develop future generations of fe-
male business leaders. She has been the
president of the Kelseyville Business Associa-
tion for three years and has sat on the Board
of Directors of the Lake County Wine Alliance
since 1998.

Ms. Beery devotes much of her time, energy
and resources to charitable organizations and
the betterment of our community. She is the
Treasurer of Habitat for Humanity Lake Coun-
ty and hosts their annual dinner at her res-
taurant. She also works year-round to orga-
nize the Lake County Wine Alliance Wine Auc-
tion. For this event, she collects donations, so-
licits sponsors and selects beneficiaries. Ms.
Beery generously supports local non-profits,
which positively impact our community. Some
of the organizations she works with include
the Hunger Task Force, the Imagination Li-
brary, Lake County Land Trust, Kelseyville
Senior Center and Kelseyville Food Pantry.

Ms. Beery grew up on a farm in Warsaw, In-
diana. She graduated from Pierceton High
School and studied at Ball State University
and the Marysville campus of Yuba College.
She has a daughter who was a longtime
teacher who now owns her own business like
her mother.

Madam Speaker, Marie Elaine Beery is an
incredible member of our community whose
tireless work throughout her career has bene-
fited the women throughout Lake County and
California. Therefore, it is fitting and proper
that we honor her here today.

———
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today | rise to honor the life of Maria Anto-
nia Ojeda who passed away in Buffalo, New
York surrounded by her loved ones on March
10, 2019 at the age of 82.

Born in Puerto Rico, Maria, lovingly referred
to as Tonia, enjoyed expressing her creativity
through her cooking, entertaining, and gar-
dening. She was well known for opening the
doors to her home to help those in need and
was well-respected in the communities in
which she lived and served. Her greatest pride
was her family, whom she loved dearly, and
her happiest moments were always when she
was surrounded by them. No amount of words
could wholly describe her, but she was best
known and revered for her determination, per-
severance, beauty, charity, wisdom and cour-
age.

Her beautiful life will forever be cherished by
her husband of over 55 years, Francisco
Ojeda, as well as by her eight children: Con-
ception, David, Jose Antonio, James, Eva,
William, Christine, and Margie. She will also
be remembered well by her sisters Maria Isa-
bel, Abigailee, Ramona, Margie, Clara, and
Rosa, and her brothers Gilberto, Luis, and
Ramon, as well as her 20 grandchildren, 29
great-grandchildren, and her many loved
nieces, nephews, and godchildren.

Madam Speaker, | honor the life of Maria
Antonia Ojeda, and | ask my colleagues to join
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